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I. Summary of Property Information
The purpose of this section is to provide information concerning the subject property
describing its various physical characteristics and other general information.
Table 1. Summary of Property Information
Characteristic
Name

Value
Barry S.
Stebbins

Folio Numbers

38847200006

Target Protection
Area
Size
STR
Zoning
Category/TDRs

NGGE
Total 1.14 AC
31/47/28
Estates

FEMA Flood Map
Category

AH – High
Risk

Existing structures
Adjoining
properties and
their Uses

None
Estates
residential

Development Plans
Known Property
Irregularities
Tax Value

None
None known
$2,622

Comments
This property is owned by Barry S. Stebbins of
Columbus, Ohio. It is being submitted for review
as a private land donation.
Parcel is directly adjacent to the Conservation
Collier Panther Walk Preserve
Parcels are in the center of the Horsepen Strand.
1.14 AC
n/a
In addition to straight zoning, this parcel is subject
to the Golden Gate Area Master Plan, which has as
Objective 1.3 to protect and preserve valuable
natural resources. Also, as part of the Watershed
Management Plan, County staff is conceptually
considering projects to enhance flows of surface
water through the Horsepen Strand and also to
make this a “sending “ area in a TDR and/or
Watershed Mitigation Program.
Areas with a 1% annual chance of shallow flooding,
usually in the form of a pond, with an average
depth ranging from 1 to 3 feet.
There are no adjoining developed lots.
Conservation Collier owns one 5 acre parcel to the
west of this property and the 8 acre Panther Walk
Preserve directly adjacent to the east
n/a
DEP maps indicate the parcels are wetlands
requiring a wetland impacts permit to develop.
Property Appraiser 2014 tax value - $2,622

Page 3 of 37

Initial Criteria Screening Report
Owner Name: Barry S. Stebbins

Folio #: 38847200006
Date: April 14, 2014

Figure 1. Location Map
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Figure 2. Aerial Map
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Figure 3. Surrounding Lands Aerial
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Summary of Assessed Value and Property Costs Estimates
Pursuant to the Conservation Collier Purchase Policy, Resolution 2003-195, Section B.3,
appraisals will not be secured on property being donated. Therefore, no fair market value
estimate is provided.

Property Appraiser 2013 Assessed Value:
38847200006 (1.14 AC) =$2,622
Zoning, Growth Management and Conservation Overlays
Zoning, growth management and conservation overlays will affect the value of a parcel.
This parcel is zoned Estates. Conservation Collier has the established right under the
Land Development Code, Section 2.01.03, Essential Services, to perform the types of
minor improvements pertaining to a preserve in all zoning categories. Permitted
improvements include one ground sign, a parking area, hiking trails, educational kiosks,
and a public restroom not exceeding 500 square feet. While a particular property may not
be suitable for one of all of these types of improvements, or state and federal permits and
approvals may be required, there is no zoning prohibition for the types of improvements
Conservation Collier might seek to make on a property. The parcels are not within an
established Growth Management or Conservation overlay but are subject to the Golden
Gate Master Plan. Objective 1.3 of the GGMP is to “…preserve and protect the valuable
natural resources within the Golden Gate area with the Objectives and Policies
contained within Goals 6 and 7 of the Collier County Conservation and Coastal
management Element.” Goals 6 and 7 are to… identify, protect, conserve and
appropriately use native vegetation communities and wildlife habitat and protect and
conserve fisheries and wildlife, respectively.
Implications for acquisition are that there are currently no zoning, growth management
overlay or conservation overlay concerns. The proposed use as a preserve would fit with
the Golden Gate Estates Area Master Plan and the GMP requirements. Under the
County’s proposed Watershed Management Plan, a “sending lands” designation within a
Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) and/or Watershed Mitigation Program may be
applied to this area in the future.
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II. Statement for satisfying Initial Screening Criteria, Including Biological and
Hydrological Characteristics

Conservation Collier Program staff conducted a site visit on March 28, 2014
MEETS INITIAL SCREENING CRITERIA
Yes, these parcels met 5 out of 6 of
the initial screening criteria. See the statements for satisfaction of criteria at the end
of each numbered section for analysis.
1. Are any of the following unique and endangered plant communities found on the

property? Order of preference as follows: Ord. 2002-63, Sec. 10 (1)(a)
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

Hardwood hammocks
Xeric oak scrub
Coastal strand
Native beach
Xeric pine
Riverine Oak
High marsh (saline)
Tidal freshwater marsh
Other native habitats

Yes

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes – Cypress strand

Vegetative Communities: Staff used two methods to determine native plant
communities present; review of South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)
electronic databases for Department of Transportation’s Florida Land Use, Cover and
Forms (FLUCCS) (1994/1995) and field verification of same.
FLUCCS:
The electronic database identified:
•
FLUCCS – 6210 (Cypress)
The following native plant communities were observed:
•
Cypress strand
Characterization of Plant Communities present:
Ground Cover: Ground cover consists of ferns, mostly swamp fern (Blechnum
serrulatum) with scattered chain fern (Woodwardia virginica). Other common
groundcover includes, in the order of abundance, beaksedge (Rhynchospora sp.),
hempweed (Mikania scandens), alligator weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides), pennywort
(Hydrocotyl sp.), dog fennel (Eupatorium capliilfolium), mermaid weed (Proserpinaca
palustris), spikerush (Eleocharis sp.), frogfruit (Phyla nodiflora), and tickseed
(Coreopsis sp).
Midstory: The midstory includes, in order of abundance, cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto),
wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), and saltbush (Baccharis halimifolia).

Page 8 of 37

Initial Criteria Screening Report
Owner Name: Barry S. Stebbins

Folio #: 38847200006
Date: April 14, 2014

Canopy: The canopy is almost entirely cypress (Taxodium distichum), but also includes
scattered tall cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto), laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia), red maple
(Acer rubrum) and a few slash pines (Pinus elliotii).
Statement for satisfaction of criteria:
The plants observed on the property correspond with the mapped FLUCCS codes. A
cypress forest with understory of ferns and herbaceous plants was observed. The types of
plants present indicate that a native cypress wetland plant community exists on this
parcel.

2. Does land offer significant human social values, such as equitable geographic
distribution, appropriate access for nature-based recreation, and enhancement of
the aesthetic setting of Collier County? Ord. 2002-63, Sec. 10 (1)(b)
Yes
Statement for satisfaction of criteria:
This property is located within the Horsepen Strand, directly adjacent to the Conservation
Collier Panther Walk Preserve. The Panther Walk Preserve was considered to be
appropriately geographically distributed from other Conservation Collier acquisition
areas; therefore if these parcels were added to it, they would be considered the same. The
next closest Conservation Collier preserve is Winchester Head, approximately 3 miles to
the southeast. There is access to this parcel from an unpaved public road - 62nd Ave. NE.
The ability to observe the property from a public roadway is considered a demonstration
that a property will enhance the aesthetic setting of Collier County.

3. Does the property offer opportunities for protection of water resource values,
including aquifer recharge, water quality enhancement, protection of wetland
dependant species habitat, and flood control? Ord. 2002-63, Sec. 10 (1)(c)
Yes
General Hydrologic Characteristics observed and description of adjacent upland
/wetland buffers:
This parcel is located near the center of an identified flowway called the Horsepen Strand
which is part of a larger drainage flowway within the North Golden Gate Estates (NGGE)
that winds southward through the NGGE to the eastern edge of North Belle Meade and
discharges through the Golden Gate canal system to Naples Bay and the Ten Thousand
Islands. The strand itself is approximately half a mile wide at its widest point and a little
over three quarters of a mile long. Historically connected with wetland features north of
Immokalee Road, it now is functionally severed from that connection. There is a pipe
under Immokalee Road at the intersection of Immokalee Road and Everglades Blvd., but
it likely does not allow flow unless water tables are high. Most of the water flowing from
wetlands north of Immokalee Road travels west in roadside ditches to the canal system
instead of south through the Horsepen Strand. The strand is also sectioned by 4 roadways,
with only 3 culverts hydrologically connecting the sections, all of them located along 62nd
Ave NE. These culverts may serve to keep the central part of Horsepen Strand fairly wet
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in rainy season. According to 2007 LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) Maps the
elevation of the subject parcels is approximately 17 feet above sea level, the same as in
Panther Walk Preserve. Elevations within the Horsepen Strand vary from approximately
15 to 18 feet, while surrounding residential areas are approximately 20 to 22 feet above
sea level. Therefore these parcels do aid in area flood control.
The plants observed on the parcels are a mixture of wetland obligate and facultative
wetland plants as identified in the Vegetative and Hydric Soil Field Indicators list for
Chapter 62-340, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). Along with presence of wetland
soils or surface water, the presence of these plants provides for a delineation of wetlands.
Other hydrologic indicators observed by staff include water marks on cypress trees
(indicating water levels routinely reach anywhere from 3 inches to 6 inches in depth),
cypress knees at 9 inches and buttressing on cypress trunks.
Adjacent upland buffers are 1,425 feet from the western edge of the parcel and 990 feet
from the eastern edge of the parcel. Buffers are pine flatwoods and are developed and
undeveloped Estates residential lots.

Wetland dependent plant species (OBL/ FACW) observed:
OBL
FACW
cypress (Taxodium distichum)
swamp fern (Blechnum serrulatum)
alligator weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides)
chain fern (Woodwardia virginica)
Mermaid weed (Proserpicana spp.)
pennywort (Hydrocotyl sp.)
Beakrush (Rhynchospora sp.)
red maple (Acer rubrum)
Spikerush (Eleocharis ssp.)
Laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia)
Wetland dependent wildlife species observed: None observed.
Other Hydrologic indicators observed: Watermarks on cypress trunks, cypress knees
and buttressing are the primary hydrologic indicators observed. Cabbage palms growing
in the midstory may indicate an altered hydroperiod.
Soils: Soils data is based on the Soil Survey of Collier County Area, Florida
(USDA/NRCS, 1990). Mapped soils are entirely hydric slough soils, consisting of
Riviera, limestone substratum-Copeland fine sands, a poorly drained soil type with
limestone bedrock at a depth of about 54 inches. Naturally occurring vegetation includes
cypress, red maple, ferns and other wetland plants.
Aquifer recharge Potential: Aquifer recharge map data was developed by Fairbank, P.
and S. Hohner in 1995 and published as Mapping recharge (infiltration and leakage)
throughout the South Florida Water Management District, Technical publication 95-20
(DRE # 327), South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), West Palm Beach,
Florida.
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Lower Tamiami recharge Capacity: Recharge capacity to the Lower Tamiami
aquifer is mapped at 0 to 7 inches annually. This is a low recharge rate.
Surficial Aquifer Recharge Capacity: Capacity for recharge to the surficial
aquifer on this parcel is mapped at 43 to 56 inches annually. This is a moderate
recharge rate.
FEMA Flood map designation: The properties are within Flood Zone AH. This is a
high risk area with a 1% annual chance of shallow flooding, usually in the form of a
pond, with an average depth ranging from 1 to 3 feet.
Statement for satisfaction of criteria:
Mapped potential for aquifer recharge indicates surficial recharge to be moderate (though
substantial) and Lower Tamiami recharge to be low. The FEMA Flood map identifies
the parcels as within a flood zone. The parcel routinely holds surface water and could be
expected to assist in downstream water quality enhancement and, based on area
elevations, flood control. There are also opportunities for protection of wetland species
habitat. Adjacent upland buffers are developed and undeveloped Estates lots, but there
are restrictions in clearing these lots so some portion of vegetative buffer will likely
remain.
The Horsepen Strand is a recognized cypress swamp flowway within Collier County. As
such it provides certain water resource values including aquifer recharge, water quality
enhancement, protection of wetland dependent species habitat, and flood control. The
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) State Action Plan (2011)
identifies cypress swamps as important habitat for numerous species considered in need
of protection, including mammals (bats, otters, bears), birds, amphibians, reptiles, fish
and invertebrates. Although not directly observed during staff’s site visit, these species
may be present or use the cypress habitat located on these parcels. The greatest threats to
this habitat type include alterations in hydrologic regime, community structure, and
landscape and soil mosaics. These alterations result from conversion to housing and from
groundwater withdrawal, both happening currently in North Golden Gate Estates
adjoining the Horsepen Strand. Collier County’s Watershed Management Plan (WMP)
also considers habitat protection and is discussed in the following paragraphs. This
information helps to demonstrate the opportunity to protect wetland dependent species
habitats.
There are future watershed related projects under review by the County that could affect
hydrology in the Horsepen Strand. Collier County’s WMP was approved by the Board of
County Commissioners in January 2011, to address water quality enhancement, habitat
protection and flood control throughout the County. As part of this plan, the County is
currently evaluating structural and non-structural initiatives proposed under the NGGE
Flowway Restoration Project, which includes the Horsepen Strand. Structural initiatives
focus on adding culverts under roads to hydrologically reconnect wetlands. Nonstructural initiatives involve development of a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)
Program within the NGGE and a Golden Gate Estates Watershed Mitigation Program.
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In 2013, the County recently tasked a consultant to evaluate some of the proposed
structural projects, including one for Horsepen Strand involving added culverts. In the
January 2013 report by Atkins, the County’s consultant, it was demonstrated that adding
additional culverts would actually decrease the hydroperiod further, contrary to the goals
of the project. While there may be other types of projects evaluated in the future, at
present, the evaluation contained in the Adkins 2013 report signals a “back to the
drawing board” response for Horsepen Strand. This information is provided to
demonstrate that while acquiring these parcels for conservation may ultimately fit within
a long term County water management strategy for this area, any actual decisions or
implementation of specific strategies are years away.
The information provided indicates the property offer opportunities for protection of
water resource values, including aquifer recharge, water quality enhancement, protection
of wetland dependant species habitat, and flood control.

4. Does the property offer significant biological values, including biodiversity,

listed species habitat, connectivity, restoration potential and ecological quality?
Ord. 2002-63, Sec. 10 (1)(d)
Yes
Listed Plant Species: The federal authority to protect land-based plant species is
administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and published in 50 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) 23. Lists of protected plants can be viewed on-line at
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/textidx?c=ecfr&sid=186cb0f38a1b1b6770e432a7eba20553&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50
:2.0.1.1.1.2.1.2&idno=50.
The Florida state lists of protected plants are administered and maintained by the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DOACS) via chapter 5B-40, Florida
Administrative Code (F.A.C.). This list of plants can be viewed from at the following
link:
http://plants.usda.gov/java/threat?stateSelect=US12&statelist=states
The following listed plant species were observed:
COMMON NAME

SCIENTIFIC NAME

common wild pine
Tillandsia fasciculata
reflexed wild pine
Tillandsia balbisiana
E=Endangered, T=Threatened

STATUS
DOACS

FWS

E
T

not listed
Not listed

Listed Wildlife Species: Federal wildlife species protection is administered by the FWS
with specific authority published in 50 CFR 17. Lists of protected wildlife can be viewed
on-line at:. http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/textidx?c=ecfr&sid=186cb0f38a1b1b6770e432a7eba20553&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50
:2.0.1.1.1.2.1.1&idno=50
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Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) maintains the Florida state
list of protected wildlife in accordance with Rules 68A-27.003, 68A-27.004, and 68A27.005, respectively, of the Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.).
A list of protected Florida wildlife species can be viewed at:
http://myfwc.com/media/1515251/threatened_endangered_species.pdf
FWC has additionally published a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) –based
assessment tool, updated in 2008, called the Integrated Wildlife Habitat Ranking System
(IWHRS) that incorporates a wide variety of land cover and wildlife species data. The
following IWHRS GIS layers are used in maps contained in this report to assist in this
assessment:
• Species Richness (Exhibit C)
• Listed Species Locations (Exhibit D)
• Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) Habitat Conservation Priorities (Exhibit F)
• Integrated Wildlife Habitat Ranking Layer (Exhibit G)
No listed wildlife was observed during the site visit.
Bird Rookery observed? No.
GIS mapped species and habitats: The only available GIS layer files for species are
2011 FWC panther telemetry files. No panthers are recorded as using this parcel. While
FWC’s IWHRS (2008) does not specify what species, the habitat is mapped as potentially
serving 3 endangered species and up to 3 listed species.
Non-listed species observed: No mammals were observed during the site visit. The
observed habitat would support the presence of mammals known to utilize cypress
swamps including Big Cypress fox squirrel, Florida Black bears, gray squirrel, mink, and
white-tailed deer. In 2012, FWC approved a Bear Management Plan, which effected
removal of bears from the State Threatened Species List.
Native birds commonly found in cypress swamps include red-shouldered hawk, wild
turkey, swallow-tailed kite, and yellow-crowned night herons. Cypress swamps are also
home to reptiles including American alligator, cottonmouth and ribbon snakes. One
eastern diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus adamanteus) was observed during the site
visit. The FWC IWHRS (2008) Species Richness map (Exhibit C) gives this parcel an
overall score of 7 potential species using these parcels.
Potential Listed Species:
The observed habitat and location would support the presence of the following listed
species: Everglades snail kite (Federal-Endangered) (Rostrhamus sociabilis plumbeus),
limpkin (State-Species of Special Concern) (Aramus guarauna), and woodstork (FederalEndangered) (Mycteria Americana). FWC’s Florida State Wildlife Action Plan (2011)
also considers the snail kite and limpkin to be rare and biologically vulnerable and the
wood stork to be biologically vulnerable.
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Statement for satisfaction of criteria:
This parcel contains significant biological values, including listed plant species and
habitat utilized by listed and non-listed wildlife. It is part of an identified wetland
system. This parcel shares the same characteristics as the Panther Walk Preserve. Intact
native plant communities appropriate for mapped soils are present, indicating good
ecological quality and restoration potential.
5. Does the property enhance and/or protect the environmental value of current
conservation lands through function as a buffer, ecological link or habitat
corridor? Ord. 2002-63, Sec. 10 (1)(e)
Yes
Statement for satisfaction of criteria:
The Panther Walk Preserve is adjacent on the east side of this property and both are
within the Horsepen Strand. The parcel provides a buffer for Panther Walk Preserve.
Horsepen Strand as a whole provides a habitat corridor through the NGGE residential
area.

6. Is the property within the boundary of another agency’s acquisition project? If
yes, will use of Conservation Collier funds leverage a significantly higher rand or
funding priority for the parcels?
No
Statement for satisfaction of criteria:
No other agency has included the Horsepen Strand within an acquisition project, per se,
but based on a personal conversation with Mike Ramsey, an environmental consultant
who works with the Collier Soil and Water Conservation District, that agency may have
some interest in acquiring parcels within the Horsepen Strand.
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III. Potential for Appropriate Use and Recommended Site Improvements

Potential Uses as Defined in Ordinance No. 2002-67, as amended by Ordinance No.
2007-65, section 5.9:
Hiking: Seasonally only
Nature Photography: Possible, but unlikely unless seasonal trails are established.
Bird-watching: Possible, but unlikely unless seasonal trails are established.
Kayaking/Canoeing: Not possible.
Swimming: Not possible.
Hunting: Not possible.
Fishing: Not possible.

Recommended Site Improvements:
No improvements recommended.
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IV. Assessment of Management Needs and Costs
Management of this property will address the costs of exotic vegetation control. No trail
is contemplated as there is a seasonal trail already existing just to the east, on Panther
Walk Preserve. The following assessment addresses initial and recurring costs of
management. If acquired, this parcel could be added to the Panther Walk Preserve and its
existing land management plan would be amended to include this acreage.
Exotic, Invasive Plants Present:
Exotic, invasive species noted here are taken from the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council’s
(FLEPPC) 2011 List of Invasive Plant Species (Category I and Category II). FLEPPC is
an independent incorporated advisory council created to support the management of
invasive exotic plants in Florida’s natural areas by providing a forum for exchanging
scientific, educational and technical information. Its members come primarily from
public educational institutions and governmental agencies. Annual lists of invasive plant
species published by this organization are used widely in the state of Florida for
regulatory purposes.
The
current
FLEPPC
list
(2011)
can
be
viewed
on-line
at
http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm. Category I plants are those that are altering native
plant communities by displacing native species, changing community structures or
ecological functions, or hybridizing with natives. This definition does not rely on the
economic severity or geographic range of the problem, but on the documented ecological
damage caused. Category II invasive exotics have increased in abundance or frequency
but have not yet altered Florida plant communities to the extent shown by Category I
species. These species may become Category I if ecological damage is demonstrated.
Category I and II plants found on this parcel in order of observed abundance:

Category I
Common Name
Brazilian pepper

Scientific Name
Schinus terebinthifolius

Category II
Common Name
None observed

Scientific Name

Staff observations are that approximately 15-20 % of the vegetative cover on this parcel
consists of Brazilian pepper, scattered fairly uniformly throughout.
Exotic Vegetation Removal and Control
As this parcel is a straight donation (i.e., parcel is not associated with development
mitigation) the owner does not contemplate removal of exotics prior to donation. An
estimate for initial exotic maintenance has been developed to assist staff in evaluating
potential costs for initial exotic removal. An estimate of the cost for follow-up
maintenance is based on actual maintenance costs for the Panther Walk Preserve –
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approximately $1,500 per year. These costs may decrease over time as the soil seed
bank of exotic plants is depleted.
Public Parking Facility:
A parking facility would not be recommended for these parcels as state wetland
regulations would likely not allow development of a parking area. Visitors wishing to
access the Panther Walk Preserve can park along the unpaved 62nd Ave NE.
Public Access Trails:
For this parcel, no trail is planned, since there is an existing trail just to the east and the
parcel has standing surface water for 6-8 months a year.
Security and General Maintenance:
It would not be desirable to fence the property as its forested and wetland characteristics
already make it difficult to access and fencing could impede wildlife. Preserve signs can
be placed at boundaries along public roads. Minimal management activities, like trash
removal and trail maintenance can be accomplished using both contracted and volunteer
labor.
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Table 2. Summary of Estimated Management Needs and Costs
Management Element

Initial Cost

Initial Exotics Control

$1,000

Ongoing Annual
Exotics Maintenance
Parking Facility
Access Trails/ ADA
Fencing
Trash Removal

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Signs
Total

$100
$1,100

Annual
Recurring
Costs

$350

$350

n/a – not applicable.
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Based on general estimate of $800 per
acre for kill-in-place removal.
Based on quote of $300 per acre for 4.5acre Panther Walk Preserve
n/a
no trail – no ADA access possible.
No fencing needed.
Any existing trash to be removed prior to
donation. Ongoing trash removal can be
done by staff.
3’ X 1.5’ metal on post – uninstalled;
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V. Potential for Matching Funds
As this parcel is a potential donation, no matching acquisition funding will be sought. At
present, no source of matching maintenance funding is known.
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Figure 4. Future Land Use Designation Map
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VI. Summary of Secondary Screening Criteria

Staff has scored property on the Secondary Criteria Screening Form and attached the
scoring form as Exhibit E. A total score of 245 out of a possible 400 was achieved. The
chart and graph below show a breakdown of the specific components of the score.
Table 3. Tabulation of Secondary Screening Criteria

Secondary Screening Criteria
Ecological
Human Values/Aesthetics
Vulnerability
Management
Total Score:

Possible
Points
100
100
100
100

Scored Points
60
58
50
77

Percent
of
Possible
Score
60%
58%
50%
77%

400

245

61%

Figure 5. Secondary Screening Criteria Scoring

Summary of factors contributing to score
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Total Score: 245 out of 400 possible points
Ecological: 60 out of 100 possible points
The parcel does not contain any of the native vegetation communities listed by the
Conservation Collier ordinance as preferred, however, it does contain high quality
cypress, is mapped as contributing moderately to the recharge of the surficial aquifer, is
part of an identified flowway, has environmental indicators including plants and mapped
soil types showing it to be wetlands, and contains locally abundant but state-listed
bromeliad species. The parcels are approximately 2 miles from the closest well field
protection zones. Restoration potential is high as there is a low level of exotic
infestation. The scoring format does not really address regional effects of altered
hydrology, which is the other significant component of restoration and is not reflected in
this score. The parcel is directly connected to existing Panther Walk Preserve on the west
side.
Human Values/Aesthetics: 58 out of 100 possible points
This parcel has potential for public access from 62nd Ave NE, an unpaved public road.
Acquisition could provide opportunity for environmental education for Estates
Elementary School children, in addition to seasonal trail access for visitors. The front of
the parcels (5% of the perimeter) can be seen from a public roadway, and parcels contain
outstanding examples of mature cypress, so they can be considered an addition to the
aesthetic setting of Collier County.
Vulnerability: 50 out of 100 possible points
The parcels are platted for single family residential development; however, state wetland
protection regulations would make development of these parcels difficult and expensive
to develop. The realistic threat of development is low, but this is not reflected within the
scoring format.
Management: 77 out of 100 possible points
No hydrologic changes are necessary to sustain wetland characteristics directly on the
properties; however, an altered regional hydrology is the most significant factor in a
potential restoration. The County’s proposed Watershed Management Plan may provide
structural or non-structural projects and proposals to aid hydrologic restoration to some
degree. Brazilian pepper plants are scattered throughout at approximately 15 – 20%, but
no other exotic species were observed. Once the Brazilian pepper is treated, minimal
maintenance would be necessary due to strand characteristics. Note: this scoring tool was
designed for acquisitions and not for donation of lands.
Parcel Size: 1.14-acres. Parcel size is not part of the scoring system.
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Exhibit A. FLUCCs Map
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Exhibit B. Soils Map
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Exhibit C. Species Richness Map
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Exhibit D. Listed Species Locations – Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission

Page 26 of 37

Initial Criteria Screening Report
Owner Name: Barry S. Stebbins

Folio #: 38847200006
Date: April 14, 2014

Exhibit E. Well field Protection and Aquifer Recharge Maps
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Exhibit F. Priority Habitats – Florida Natural Areas Inventory
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Exhibit G. Integrated Wildlife Habitat Ranking 2008 - Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission
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Exhibit H. Completed and Scored Secondary Criteria Screening Form
1. Confirmation of Initial Screening Criteria (Ecological)
1.A Unique and Endangered Plant Communities
Select the highest Score:
1. Tropical Hardwood Hammock
2. Xeric Oak Scrub
3. Coastal Strand
4. Native Beach
5. Xeric Pine
6. Riverine Oak
7. High Marsh (Saline)
8. Tidal Freshwater Marsh
9. Other Native Habitats
10. Add additional 5 points for each additional Florida Natural
Areas Inventory (FNAI) listed plant community found on the parcel
11. Add 5 additional points if plant community represents a unique
feature, such as maturity of vegetation, outstanding example of
plant community, etc.
1.A. Total
1.B Significance for Water Resources
1. Aquifer Recharge (Select the Highest Score)
a. Parcel is within a wellfield protection zone
b. Parcel is not in a wellfield protection zone but will contribute
to aquifer recharge
c. Parcel would contribute minimally to aquifer recharge
d. Parcel will not contribute to aquifer recharge, eg., coastal loca
2. Surface Water Quality (Select the Highest Score)
a. Parcel is contiguous with and provides buffering for an
Outstanding Florida Waterbody
b. Parcel is contiguous with and provides buffering for a creek,
river, lake or other surface water body
c. Parcel is contiguous with and provides buffering for an
identified flowway
d. Wetlands exist on site
e. Acquisition of parcel will not provide opportunities for surface
water quality enhancement
3. Strategic to Floodplain Management (Calculate for a and b;
score c if applicable)
a. Depressional soils
b. Slough Soils
c. Parcel has known history of flooding and is likely to provide
onsite water attenuation
Subtotal
1.B Total
1.C Resource Ecological/Biological Value
1. Biodiversity (Select the Highest Score for a, b and c)
a. The parcel has 5 or more FLUCCS native plant communities
b. The parcel has 3 or 4 FLUCCS native plant communities
c. The parcel has 2 or or less FLUCCS native plant communities
d. The parcel has 1 FLUCCS code native plant communities
2. Listed species
a. Listed wildlife species are observed on the parcel
b. Listed wildlife species have been documented on the parcel by

c. Species Richness score ranging from 7 to 70
d. Rookery found on the parcel
e. Listed plant species observed on parcel - add additional 20 poi
3. Restoration Potential
a. Parcel can be restored to high ecological function with
minimal alteration
b. Parcel can be restored to high ecological function but will
require moderate work, including but not limited to removal of
exotics and alterations in topography.
c. Parcel will require major alterations to be restored to high
ecological function.
d. Conditions are such that parcel cannot be restored to high
ecological function
Subtotal
1.C Total

Possible
points

Scored
points

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Comments

10 cypress strand

5 each

5
100
Possible
points

5 Oustanding example of cypress strand.
15
Scored
Comments
points

100
50 Surficial Aquifer recharge primarily - 43" to 56" annually

50
25
0

100
75
50

50 parcel is within an identified flowway
soils, plants and hydrologic indicators show these parcels to be
25 a wetland

25
0

80
40
20
300
100
Possible
points

Soil type present is found in sloughs and cypress swamps 40 Riviera, limestone substratum-copeland FS - 100%
parcel floods annually - indications based on observed indicators
20 are from 3-9" but typically around 6".
185
62 Obtained by dividing the subtotal by 3.
Scored
points
Comments

100
75
50
25
80
70

70
10
20

100

25 6210 - Cypress
If a. or b. are scored, then c. Species Richness is not scored.
Provide documentation source Score is prorated from 10 to 70 based on the FFWCC Species
Richness map - mapped FWC score is 7, resuting in a score of
49 49 (7X7)
20 Tillandsia balbisiana and T. fasiculata

100 Exotics removal

50
15
0
300
100
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Exhibit H. Completed and Scored Secondary Criteria Screening Form (Continued)
1.D Protection and Enhancement of Current Conservation
Lands
1. Proximity and Connectivity
a. Property immediately contiguous with conservation land or
conservation easement.
b. Property not immediately contiguous, parcels in between it
and the conservation land are undeveloped.
c. Property not immediately contiguous, parcels in-between it
and conservation land are developed
d. If not contiguous and developed, add 20 points if an intact
ecological link exists between the parcel and nearest
conservation land
1.D Total

Possible
points

1. Ecological Total Score

100

Scored
points

100

Comments

100 Property adjacent to Panther Walk Preserve

50
0

20
100

100

60 Sum of 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D then divided by 4

2. Human Values/Aesthetics
2.A Human Social Values/Aesthetics
1. Access (Select the Highest Score)
a. Parcel has access from a paved road
b. Parcel has access from an unpaved road
c. Parcel has seasonal access only or unimproved access easem
d. Parcel does not have physical or known legal access
2. Recreational Potential (Select the Highest Score)
a. Parcel offers multiple opportunities for natural resource-based
recreation consistent with the goals of this program, including
but not limited to, environmental education, hiking, nature
photography, bird watching, kayaking, canoeing, swimming,
hunting (based on size?) and fishing.
b. Parcel offers only land-based opportunities for natural
resource-based recreation consistent with the goals of this
program, including but not limited to, environmental education,
hiking, and nature photography.
c. Parcel offers limited opportunities for natural-resource based
recreation beyond simply accessing and walking on it
d. Parcel does not offer opportunities for natural-resource based
recreation
3. Enhancement of Aesthetic Setting

Possible
points

Scored
points

100
75
50
0

Comments

75 62nd Ave, NE is unpaved

100

75

Dry season access only - but nearby Estates Elementary
School students could potentially access it for environmental
75 education.

50
0

a. Percent of perimeter that can me seen by public. Score
based on percentage of frontage of parcel on public thoroughfare

80

b. Add up to 20 points if the site contains outstanding aesthetic
characteristic(s), such as but not limited to water view, mature
trees, native flowering plants, or archeological site
Subtotal

20
300

2. Human Social Values/Aesthetics Total Score

100
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Score between 0 and 80 based on the percentage of the parcel
perimeter that can be seen by the public from a public
4 thoroughfare. 5% of the parcel can be seen from 62nd Ave NE.

Provide a description and photo documentation of the
20 outstanding characteristic - mature cypress
174

58 Obtained by dividing the subtotal by 3.
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Exhibit H. Completed and Scored Secondary Criteria Screening Form (Continued)
3. Vulnerability to Development/Degradation
Possible
points

3.A Zoning/Land Use Designation

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Zoning allows for Single Family, Multifamily, industrial or comme
Zoning allows for density of no greater than 1 unit per 5 acres
Zoning allows for agricultural use /density of no greater than 1 un
Zoning favors stewardship or conservation
If parcel has ST overlay, remove 20 points
Property has been rezoned and/or there is SDP approval
SFWMD and/or USACOE permit has been issued
A rezone or SDP application has been submitted
SFWMD and/or USACOE permit has been applied for

3. Vulnerability Total Score

Scored
points

Comments
Current zoning would allow 1 single family home, however,
constructing within the Horsepen Strand would be expensive and
difficult under state wetland protection rules. Realistically, threat
50 of development is low.

50
45
40
0
-20
25
25
15
15

100

50

Possible
points

Scored
points

4. Feasibility and Costs of Management
4.A Hydrologic Management Needs

1. No hydrologic changes are necessary to sustain qualities of
site in perpetuity
2. Minimal hydrologic changes are required to restore function,
such a cut in an existing berm
3. Moderate hydrologic changes are required to restore function,
such as removal of existing berms or minor re-grading that require
use of machinery
4. Significant hydologic changes are required to restore function,
such as re-grading of substantial portions of the site, placement of
a berm, removal of a road bed, culvert or the elevation of the water
table by installing a physical structure and/or changes unlikley
5.A Total
4.B Exotics Management Needs
1. Exotic Plant Coverage
a. No exotic plants present
b. Exotic plants constitute less than 25% of plant cover
c. Exotic plants constitute between 25% and 50% of plant cover
d. Exotic plants constitute between 50% and 75% of plant cover
e. Exotic plants constitute more than 75% of plant cover
maintenance effort and management will be needed (e.g., heavy
infestation by air potato or downy rosemytle)
g. Adjacent lands contain substantial seed source and exotic
removal is not presently required
5.B Total
4.C Land Manageability
1. Parcel requires minimal maintenance and management,
examples: cypress slough, parcel requiring prescribed fire where
fuel loads are low and neighbor conflicts unlikely
2. Parcel requires moderate maintenance and management,
examples: parcel contains trails, parcel requires prescribed fire
and circumstances do not favor burning
3. Parcel requires substantial maintenance and management,
examples: parcel contains structures that must be maintained,
parcel requires management using machinery or chemical means
which will be difficult or expensive to accomplish
4. Add 20 points if the mainenance by another entity is likely

100
75

50

0
100
Possible
points

0
100
Scored
points

100
80
60
40
20

Comments

80 Brazilian pepper - 15 - 20%;

-20
-20
100
Possible
points

-20 Surrounding lands are not managed
60
Scored
points
Comments

80

80 Could be managed along with Panther Walk Preserve

60

40
20

5. Subtract 10 points if chronic dumping or trespass issues exist
5.C Total

-10
100

4. Feasibility and Management Total Score

100

Total Score

Comments
No hydrologic changes to the property itself are needed, however
area hydrology has changed since development of roads and
canals in NGGE. Water Managemetn Plan projects may assist
100 in restoring some hydrology.

400

0 n/a
-10 Evidence of trespass and dumping observed - photos taken
70

77 Sum of 5A, 5B, 5C, then divided by 3

245
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Exhibit I. Photographs

Photo 1. Looking east along 62nd Ave NE showing front of Stebbins
property on the left

Photo 2. Standing on 62nd Ave NE, showing unpaved road, looking
directly into the Stebbins property
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Photo 3. Looking south into the property just off 62nd Ave NE

Photo 4. Listed bromeliad – Tillandsia balbisiana
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Photo 5. Interior – showing area where trespass occurred

Photo 6. Interior approximately 300 feet south of 62nd Ave NE
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Photo 7. Cypress with buttressing and water line marks – hydrologic
indicator

Photo 8. Cypress knees – hydrologic indicator
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Photo 9. Eastern Diamondback rattlesnake observed

Photo 10. Interior open area
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