History
Immokalee is an unincorporated area in Collier County.
Originally known as Gopher Ridge by the Seminole and Miccosukee Indians.
Immokalee means "My Home" in Mikasuki language.
The Immokalee area is heavily agricultural. It is one of the major centers of tomato
growing in the United States.

Demographics
The population was 24,154 at the 2010 census.
The median age was 25 years.
The median income for a household in the CDP (census designated place) was
$24,315, and the median income for a family was $22,628.

Transportation
Immokalee Airport is a public-use airport located 1 mile (1.6 km) northeast of the
central business district.
Collier Area Transit provides the local bus service and paratransit.
Immokalee used to be served by the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad. The rail line
abandoned to the mainline at Palmdale in the 1980s. This left Immokalee without rail
service.
The main road through Immokalee is State Road 29. Other important county roads
through the region are CR 29A (New Market Road) and CR 846.

Community and education
Immokalee is the center of the region's agriculture industry and home to many
immigrant and migrant families who work the vast fields which produce a large
amount of the United States' fresh produce.
Immokalee's public schools are operated by the District School Board of Collier
County.
Elementary schools in Immokalee include Eden Park, Highlands, Lake Trafford,
Village Oaks, RCMA Charter School and Pinecrest Elementary School. All
residents are zoned to Immokalee Middle School and Immokalee High School.
Pace Center Girls and the Immokalee Technical Center is also in the Immokalee
area.

Landmarks and institutions
The federally recognized Seminole Tribe of Florida has one of its six reservations
here, Immokalee, on which it operates one of its gaming casinos called the
Seminole Casino Hotel of Immokalee. The Immokalee Pioneer Museum at
Roberts Ranch, Pepper Ranch Preserve, Immokalee Regional Raceway and
Boats & Alligator’s Ecotourism.
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VISION STATEMENT
Those of us who live and work in Immokalee envision a future for our town. We see new
business and job opportunities in international trade and distribution, retail, agri-business,
ecotourism, recreation and entertainment, and the construction industry. We see
Immokalee as an attractive, sustainable community with affordable workforce housing,
parks and outstanding schools – a place where people safely walk and bicycle to do their
errands, and where parents are returning to school to finish their education and master new
job skills. Main Street will have colorful plazas, outdoor cafes, shops and entertainment –
attracting both the local community and the tourists who come to explore our unique
ecology or entertainment at the Casino.

A “Community Redevelopment Agency” is a legal separate legal entity
charged with undertaking and implementing community redevelopment
as allowed under Chapter 163,Part III of the Florida Statutes.
Who is the CRA?
In Collier County, the members of the Board of County Commissioner
(BCC) serve as the CRA. This was determined by adoption of Resolution
2000-83 by the BCC on March 14, 2000.
What are the CRA area in Collier County?
Unincorporated Collier County currently has two designated areas –
Bayshore/Gateway Triangle and Immokalee. The Collier County BCC
designated these areas as redevelopment areas under the authority of
Florida Statutes Chapter 163, Part III, Community Redevelopment Act.

The overall goal of the CRA is to encourage local initiative in downtown and
neighborhood revitalization and to provide maximum opportunity for private
enterprise to participate in the redevelopment/revitalization of the designated
area. Redevelopment means improving the physical environment (building,
streets, utilities, parks) through rehabilitation, conservation or replacement of
structures by providing incentive and flexibility to the private sector while
concentrating public resource in the area.

This year Immokalee has continued to witness an increase in
development activity, particularly across the retail sector.
The joint-venture between Taco Bell and Family Dollar
opened in the State Road 29 Commercial District. The
Seminole Tribe of Florida also opened the Seminole Casino
Hotel Immokalee and had a property wide expansion that
includes the Event Center & Non Smoking Gaming Area.
They have employed in excess of 225 jobs since the addition
of the Hotel, Lucky Mi Noodle House, & the remodeled
Paradise Room and had over 1.5 million visitors in 2015. The
Boys & Girls Club of America also began construction of a
new facility just west of Immokalee High and Middle School
campuses.
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The intent of the Commercial Facade
Improvement Program is to increase
commercial occupancy rates and
property values within the CRA while
revitalizing the overall appearance of
the Immokalee Urban Designated Area.

In 2004, due to historical concerns regarding storm water contaminants and flooding, the Big Cypress Basin performed a
comprehensive drainage study of Immokalee, known as the Immokalee Stormwater Master Plan. Over the past seven years, the
Immokalee CRA has invested over $7 million dollars implementing the six projects, or problem areas, identified in that overarching
Plan.
The South Florida Water Management District has been a huge supporter of the CRA’s mission to improve the water quality and
flow rates of the storm waters throughout Immokalee. The District contributed $200,000 to the design of the Immokalee Drive
Drainage Improvement project and is a potential partner for future projects. The Collier County Growth Management Division,
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, US Department of Housing & Urban Development and the Collier County Community
& Human Services Department have also been huge contributors by assisting the CRA in bringing this Plan to fruition. In 2014, the
Immokalee CRA awarded two construction contracts related to the further implementation of the Immokalee Stormwater Master
Plan construction began on March 2015 and was completed on August 2015.
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Coordinate with Collier County Economic Development team to development Economic
Development Plan that would expand incentives for business development in Immokalee.
Develop annual priority list of county & state roads and infrastructure improvements
and coordinate & continue partnerships with the MPO, county, state & federal and other
agencies to include in their CIP, transportation plans, walkabilty plans, etc. for the health,
safety & welfare of the community of Immokalee.
Increase tourism through partnership with business & TDC to promote and diversify the
community.
Advocate for the expansion of medical services to include a 24 urgent care facility.
Coordinate with FHREO (formally FHREDI) and Federal Promise Zone to maximize
obtaining grants.
Immokalee Stormwater Master Plan implementation
Land Development Code Amendment – Main Street Overlay Subdistrict
Adopt the Road Program
Commercial Façade Grant
Sweat Equity Grant

A Municipal Service Taxing Unit (MSTU) is a funding
mechanism for community members to create, through
approval of the Board of County Commissioners, a special
taxing district to make improvements to their
neighborhood and/or community area. Providing
additional services basedoncommunitydesires.

Drainage improvements
Sidewalk construction
Road improvements
Landscape Beautification
Decorative lighting
Burial of power lines
Underground Utility
Storm water Management
Pedestrian Lighting

Banners & Decorations
Banners - Cornucopia

For more information please visit www.ImmokaleeToday.com or call us at 239-867-0025. You
can also email us at ChristieBetancourt@colliergov.net or JamesSainvilus@colliergov.net

