Visitor hours
8:00 am to dusk.
Please enjoy the preserve and remember,
“take only pictures and leave only footprints”.

The Nancy Payton Preserve is a 71 acre
Conservation Collier Preserve named after
Nancy Payton, an environmental advocate
with the Florida Wildlife Federation, who is
active in preserving wildlife habitat in Collier
County. This preserve is representative of a
native pine flatwood habitat. Management
activities include those necessary to preserve
and restore this environmentally sensitive land
for the benefit of Collier County’s present and
future generations. The preserve opened to the
public in 2015. Since acquisition, a great deal
of restoration has taken place. We hope you
enjoy this beautiful preserve!
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Directions:
From Collier Blvd (951), drive east on White
Blvd. 2.1 miles. White Blvd then curves south
onto 23rd St. SW. Drive south on 23rd St.
2 miles. Turn right onto Brantley Blvd.
Drive 1.1 miles until you dead end into the
canal. Turn right on Blue Sage Drive (canal
Road) until you reach the parking area on
the right hand side.

Conservation Collier:
A tax payer funded land acquisition program
Phone: (239) 252-2961
Fax: (239) 252-3042
E-mail: ConservationCollier@Colliergov.net
www.Colliergov.net/ConservationCollier
Giant Orchid (Pteroglossapis ecristata)
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Canopy Trees
Slash pine
Cypress
Cabbage palm
Native Shrubs
Saw palmetto
Wax myrtle
Rusty lyonia
Sumac
Myrsine
Ground cover
Swamp fern
Blue maidencane
Muscadine grapevine
Eastern poison–ivy
Bracken fern

Air Plants
Cardinal air plant
Northern needleleaf

Gopher Tortoise
Gopherus polyphemus)
This preserve provides excellent habitat for
gopher tortoises, panther, bobcat, whitetailed deer, multiple bird species and much
more. Visitors can typically see 4-6 species
of woodpecker including the endangered
Red-cockaded
woodpecker
(RCW).
Conservation Collier has been working with
Federal and State wildlife agencies to
improve the habitat for all listed species on
the preserve. RCW artificial nest cavities
have been installed and the preserve
provides foraging habitat for this species.
Sightings of blue birds, red-tailed hawks,
bald eagles, red shouldered hawks and great
horned owls are common here!
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Restoration

Native Plants

Pine Flatwood habitats are fire dependent communities. Fire is recommended
to occur every 3-5 years. Staff work
with the Florida Forest Service and
other state agencies to perform
prescribed burns on the preserve.
Prescribed burns keep the mid-story
vegetation at lower levels to prevent
catastrophic wildfires and improve
habitat for RCWs and other wildlife.
Hundreds of slash pine seedlings were
planted in disturbed areas and hundreds have regenerated on their own in
response to prescribed burns and
exotic plant removal and treatment.

Preserve Fauna
BIRDS
Blue-gray gnatcatcher
Brown-headed nuthatch
Carolina wren
Common ground-dove
Downy woodpecker
Eastern bluebird
Great crested flycatcher
Great horned owl
Hairy woodpecker
Mourning dove
Northern mockingbird
Pileated woodpecker
Pine warbler
Prothonotary warbler
Red-bellied woodpecker
Red-headed woodpecker
Red-shouldered hawk
Red-tailed hawk
Swallow-tailed kite
MAMMALS
Big Cypress fox squirrel
Bobcat
Coyote
Florida black bear
Florida panther
Racoon
White-tailed deer
REPTILES
Black racer
Coachwhip
Eastern indigo snake
Green anole
Gopher tortoise

Cardinal airplant
Tillandsia faciculata

Red-cockaded woodpecker
Picoides borealis

INVERTEBRATES
Monarch butterfly
Giant swallowtail
Gulf fritillary butterfly

